
Greensburg City Council

Special Called Meeting

January 25th, 2010

The Greensburg City Council met in Special Called Session Monday, January 25th, 2010, Mayor George C. Cheatham presiding.  Council members present as follows, Jerry Cowherd, Bill Moore, Sandi Moran, Brenda Patterson, Steve Stone and Bill Taylor.  Mayor Cheatham began the meeting by asking citizen guest, Terry Bailey to lead the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.


The first item of Old Business was the reading and passage of the minutes of the December 7th, 2009 Regular meeting.  Council member Bill Moore requested that the minutes be amended in the 9th paragraph by capitalizing the name Bill.  Brenda Patterson made motion to accept the minutes as amended, motion was seconded by Sandi Moran.  All members present voting aye, minutes approved as amended.

The next item on the agenda was Citizen Concerns.  Terry Bailey, Owner of Bailey Crane & Hoist, and tenant at the Heartland Regional Micro Enterprise Park addressed his concerns about the roof at the Micro-Park.  “I have a $40,000 dollar crane sitting on a pad and any time there is bad weather, the water just pours through”, explained Bailey.  Mayor Cheatham expressed his concern as well, stating that the City of Greensburg literally were at the mercy of FEMA for the relief financially for the roof replacement in that area.  “When the storms all came through, the City’s crew did everything we could to prevent any further damage to our property; however, FEMA has extremely tight guidelines that must be adhered to in order to qualify for relief”, stated Mayor Cheatham.  Melson roofing did do some patch work on the roof, but as with any flat roof, seams tend to expand in extreme weather & crack open.  Mayor Cheatham assured Bailey and the Council members that the City would press the issue with FEMA and try to find some relief for the roof situation, and also assured Bailey that Roger and the crew would see what relief they might be able to provide in the interim.  
The next item of Old Business on the agenda was the 2nd and final reading of the Flood Plan Ordinance.  FEMA has updated the City’s Flood Plan, and we are required to bring our Flood Plane Ordinance within guidelines.  Having received a copy of the revised Ordinance with the Council packets for review, and received First reading on December 7th, 2009; motion was made by Bill Taylor to adopt the new Flood Plan Ordinance, motion was seconded by Jerry Cowherd.  Per the requirements of FEMA, each Council Member voting aye must sign the Ordinance.  Janie Casey, City Clerk, registered each Council members signature on record; with all members present voting aye.  Flood Plane Ordinance receives 2nd and Final Reading.
The next item of Old Business was the Surplus Property Bid Award.  “We received a lot of phone calls regarding the lots located at the back of the Micro-Park; however, we received only one sealed bid.” stated Cheatham.  TCC Contracting, owned by Correy Goff was the only sealed bid received.  He bid $ 2682.00 on Tract 1, $2782.00 on Tract 2 and $7500.00 on Tract 3.  Motion was made by Bill Taylor to accept the all three bids.  Motion was seconded by Jerry Cowherd; all members present voting aye, bids awarded to TCC Contracting.

Having no more Old Business, Mayor Cheatham directed the Council towards New Business.  The First Item for consideration was 1st reading of the Updated Planning and Zoning Map.  “According to Statue, each City is required to update their Comprehensive Plan every five years; we’ve been working on this update for the last year finalizing the amendments”, stated Mayor Cheatham.  The Planning & Zoning Board has met and voted on the Map Update, and forwarded the recommendation to the Council.  Motion was made by Jerry Cowherd, seconded by Brenda Patterson.  All members voting aye, Map Amendment receives 1st Reading.
Community and Economic Development Director, Judith Weatherholt, indicated to the Council that funding was available from the Southeast Kentucky Tourism Development Association (Tour SEKY) headquartered in Somerset from two of their programs with applications due March 4, 2010.   The resolution presented is for the C.I.T.Y. Program, which allows an application for up to $100,000.  We would like to apply to this program for materials for the Multi-Purpose Community and Artisan Center.  We cannot apply for labor, but we can apply for materials.  Motion was made by Steve Stone to accept the Resolution, seconded by Sandi Moran.  Having a motion, Mayor Cheatham called for questions or concerns from the council.  Councilman Bill Moore inquired if there was any financial responsibility on behalf of the City.  Weatherholt reported that the City would be able to use “in-kind” labor as our match.  Have no more questions, Mayor Cheatham called for a vote.  All members present voting aye.  Resolution accepted.  

The second Resolution presented is for the Paint the Town Program, which allows multiple applications up to $2,000 each.  We want to apply for three grants for lighted signs at the City’s three entrances. Motion was made by Brenda Patterson, and seconded by Bill Moore.  All members present voting, aye.  Paint the Town Resolution accepted.
The next item of New Business was an update regarding the Fire Department/Ambulance Service Building Project.  We have received word that the project has been awarded $500,000 dollars in Homeland Security Funds from Representative Ron Lewis’ office.  The ten percent (10%) match will come from the State.  To date funds are allocated as follows: HLS Grant funds of $545,000 dollars, Green County Ambulance Service commitment in the amount of $250,000 dollars, & a commitment from the Greensburg/Green County Fire Department in the amount of $23,000 dollars.  Total committed funds to date are in the amount of $818,000. dollars.  The committee has agreed upon the site, 2.1 acres located behind Farm Bureau in the Industrial Park area.  The group is scheduled to meet with the Architect on the 28th.  The Fire Construction Grant has not been eliminated yet; which would provide funds of $306,000 dollars towards the 16,000 square feet in the “shared” center of the projected project.  Based upon the information we have on hand, the projected cost, and the funds available at present; the project will either have to be trimmed down, or each group will have to commit more funds.  As with most State and Federal Grants, the money will flow through the City of Greensburg’s Grant account and finances be tracked within the City.  The current buildings that house the Fire Department and the Ambulance Service will revert back to the City, as they are owned by the City of Greensburg.
“Since we are discussing emergency facilities, Ron Jones, E-911 Director wrote a grant for funds from Homeland Security for the 2010 funding cycle”, Cheatham stated.  Jones reported that the grant had been awarded to the Special Response Team in the amount of $17,010 dollars.  “The funds will be utilized to train, equip & purchase gear for the Special Response Team which provides rescue resources in extenuating circumstances such as water rescue”, said Jones.  “Ron has been an excellent grant writer on behalf of the City’s emergency crews”, Mayor Cheatham said.  Over the last three years, he has written over twenty various grants for Homeland Security Funds.  We have been awarded funds for the Green County Ambulance two years, and now these funds for the Special Response Team.

Having no more business for the Council to consider, Mayor Cheatham turned to department reports.  Mayor Cheatham provided the Council with his monthly update, and began by thanking the Council for their concerns and sympathy during the last several weeks with the passing of his Mother.  “I am grateful for your calls, prayers & friendship during this difficult time”, said Cheatham.  

Mayor Cheatham reported that he would be visiting Frankfort on the 27th to meet with the Governor’s office, Senator David Givens, and other Local Development personnel.  “Our primary focus on this trip will be the Clover Lick Project”, Cheatham said.  We have to turn our attention and energy towards the Wastewater Treatment Plant and the equipment.  We’ve been able to utilize the Downtown Water Project Grant for some items; however, we continue to have constant issues with pump stations, grinders, and other equipment.  Things are finally moving at the Griffith’s tank, and mostly complete at this time.  The water will be pulled down tomorrow, and everything from the vault top & tie in should be finished by next week.  Several members of the Council inquired where we were in regards to the Federal funding we’ve requested to update our I & I. Steve Stone asked about the water pressure for the Hospital project.  “We are moving forward with the grinder pumps in the area”, said Cheatham.  The Hospital is delaying at the moment; however, the City is moving ahead.  Judy Weatherholt reported that she was trying to make contact with EDA to see where we are with the area projects as far as approval and funding.  “The EDA Grant was reviewed in Atlanta last week & hopefully will head to Washington within the next two weeks”, reported Weatherholt.  Mayor Cheatham updated the Council on the Green-Taylor Water / PSC process.  The City is moving forward with PSC and our requested rate increase.  Documents will be provided to the PSC by the 20th of February to substantiate our request for the increase.  Mayor Cheatham provided the Council with a copy of Green River Valley’s publication of rate increase, & it also includes a rate increase to Green-Taylor.

Streetscape is underway again, and looking to complete the process within six to eight weeks.  Roger & his crew will be doing the conduit & posts up, with the project falling together quickly this round. “We should see the completion, ‘FINAL’ completion of the Streetscape Phase”, said Mayor Cheatham.  The award from the TEA 21 Grant is for $134,000 thousand dollars.  Between the utility line process and the completion, we’ll expend the full amount of the grant.

Having finished with his report, Mayor Cheatham asked Eddie Wright to update the Council on the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  “We need relief FAST”, said Wright.  The plants flow today was just at 1.7 million gallons; last Thursday we ran 1.9 million gallons through the facility.  With the rotor mat down, everything is coming through the screens - trash, garbage & lots of water.  We are simply just operating with what we can.  Pumps are running continually, which wears them down & we’ve already had to pull the pumps again since December.  “Everyday that we operate under these conditions hurts our operation.” Wright reported.  Judy Weatherholt stated that the water and sewer issue also had a negative effect on economic development prospects, because they look into the community’s ability to provide adequate service.  Judy provided the Council members with the latest marketing tool that has been mailed promoting the Industrial Foundation Spec building.  Eon provided the database for the mailings.  “We have also started to incorporate online, and beginning to get some looks; as well as activity.” Weatherholt reported.
“The infrastructure issue has been ongoing for many years; the original lines have are post PA lines & simply not designed to uphold under today’s conditions or demands,” stated Cheatham.  Roger and the crew do a GREAT job and repairing what’s in the ground; however, there is only so much “patching” you can do before complete replacement has to be made.  The Water Treatment Plants is aged, the Wastewater Treatment Plant is twenty years old; the City of Greensburg is currently undergoing major I&I operation challenges.  On a positive note, Daniel Bradshaw received his Class II Certified Collection System Operator’s license, and Craig Judd received his Class I Certified Collection System Operator’s License.  The Division of Water mandated that each system have at least one certified collection system operator effective by January 1, 2010.
Gordon Price reported that the water loss for the month was 16%; the Halo’s, THM’s & MCL were all good.  “The CCR’s are almost complete, and I will get with Kim to have them ready for printing and mailing”, said Price.  Price also reported that Polymer prices were getting better because of getting quotes prior to purchase.  Price reported that there had been an issue with the tank at the Griffith’s running over, and he had made Kyle Crager with Bell Engineering aware of the issue.  Roger Skaggs, Public Works Director stated that the valve didn’t hold & that the engineers needed to review those specs to locate the problem.  The residents did contact Senator Givens, and in turn, DOW was notified.  The Division of Water (DOW) sent the inspector down and he interviewed the residents.  Gordon Price went up to the site with the inspector that morning and saw no significant damage.

Roger reported that he was welled pleased with the minimal breaks thus far; with only four or five breaks this winter.  “We do have a cold snap coming, so we’ll see how we hold during that,” said Skaggs.  Council member Jerry Cowherd inquired about using brine like the State; however, Skaggs stated that he liked the process the City has better.  Council member Bill Moore commended the crew for keeping the city cleaned.  

Having no department reports, the Mayor asked the Council for their concerns.  Council

Member Jerry Cowherd invited everyone to attend the 11th Annual Black History Program hosted by the Civic Club.  The program will be held on Saturday, February 6th at the Green County High School concourse.  The program will begin at 6pm ET.  Council members Brenda Patterson & Sandi Moran reported that they would be out of town at the time for the Regular February meeting.  By consensus of the Council, the February meeting was postponed until the 15th of February.  The meeting time will be at regular time of 6pm CT, in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Councilman Moore reported that the PSAP Board had met, that Judge Baron attended, and that it was a good to talk face to face with the entire committee present; and accept the advisory committee for the financial crisis facing the 911 system   Bill Taylor inquired if any other members noticed that gasoline in Greensburg seems to be at least .25¢ higher than the surrounding areas.  Brenda Patterson reported that she had purchased fuel in Elizabethtown for .32¢ less than the City’s current price.  Steve Stone, Jerry Cowherd, Sandi Moran & Bill Moore all concurred, and agreed that fuel cost less in Campbellsville, Buffalo & Summersville, than here in the City.  Mayor Cheatham asked if the Council wanted to report their concerns to the Attorney General in order to conduct a “price-gouging” investigation.  All parties present agreed that it would be worth the call.

It was brought to the attention of the Mayor and Council that more than two Council members would not be available for the February 1st, 2010 Regular City Council Meeting.  Mayor Cheatham asked the councils pleasure of moving the regular February date to the 15th of February at the regular meeting time.  All Council members present agreeing; the regular scheduled Council meeting is rescheduled for Monday, February 15th, 2010 at 6pm CT in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

Having no more business, Mayor Cheatham called for a motion to adjourn.  Motion was made by Bill Moore to adjourn; motion was seconded by Sandi Moran.  All members voting aye, meeting adjourned.

